
SPANISH I SYLLABUS 
UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
SPRING 2008 
 

 
INSTRUCTOR: Mrs. Kristen Thomas-Lorenzo 
WEBSITE:  http://www.aplausos.us  
PLANNING:  2nd Period (9:40-11:00) 
PHONE:  910.532.6300 (EXT. 24451) 
 
 
TEXT: Realidades I (Prentice Hall, 2004)  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is an introduction to the study of the Spanish 
language and its culture. Students perform the most basic functions of the language and 
become familiar with some elements of its culture. The emphasis is placed on the 
development of the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing within a given 
context extending outside of the classroom setting when possible.  
 
A general introduction to the culture, its products (e.g., literature, laws, foods, games,) 
perspectives (e.g., attitudes, values, beliefs,) and practices (patterns of social 
interaction) is integrated throughout the course. Students acquire some insight into how 
languages and cultures work by comparing the Spanish language and culture(s) to their 
own. 
 
 
MATERIALS 

• 2” 3-ring binder 
• 2 poster boards 
• College ruled loose-leaf paper 
• Section Dividers 
• Spanish/English Dictionary* 
• Black or blue pen and a colored 

pen of your choice 
• Highlighter 

• #2 pencil 
• 3 X 5 Index cards (LOTS) 
• 1 dry erase marker w/eraser 
• Sheet Protectors 
• Colored pencils and/or markers 
• CD-RW or Flash Drive 
• Pobre Ana by Blaine Ray* 

 
*These items can be ordered from Mrs. Thomas-Lorenzo for $9/total. Once both items 
are purchased or brought to class, students will receive a quiz grade of 100. Items can 
be donated to the class at the end of the semester for extra credit. 
 
COURSE METHODS: 

• Reading from textbook and other material 
• Lectures and note taking 
• Class discussions relating to assigned topics 
• Videos, movies, and songs 
• Homework including assigned readings and written responses 
• Projects 
• Small group activities and partner work 
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GRADING POLICY AND SCHOLARSHIP: 
A weighted points system will be used to determine student grades as detailed below: 

 
Tests and projects    45% 
Homework and class work    30% 
Participation and quizzes   25% 
 

. 
 
CLASSROOM RULES AND POLICIES 
    

1. Students are expected to be in their seats working or studying when the tardy 
bell rings. If you are standing or sitting without working when the bell rings, YOU 
ARE TARDY! 

2. Absolutely no food, drinks, or gum is allowed in classroom. Discard all food 
wrappers and drink containers before entering the room. Because this is a 
language class, it is important that your “boca” is free to participate orally. There 
will be times that food will be brought in for a cultural project. This will be the only 
time eating will be allowed in the classroom. 

3. Raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking. No talking to your 
neighbor unless working on a group or partner assignment. If you don’t 
understand something, you should ask Mrs. Thomas-Lorenzo. 

4. Show respect for your classmates, your teacher and yourself. 
5. Remain in your seat at all times. Throw away trash and sharpen pencils before 

class begins. If you need to get up, you must first ask for permission. 
6. Homework and projects are due on the assigned date. No late work (homework 

or class work) is accepted unless you have an EXCUSED absence. 
7. It is the student’s responsibility to get makeup work from group members. If the 

work isn’t made up before the final make up day, a grade of “0” will be given. This 
includes tests, quizzes, and projects. 

8. Projects will not be accepted after the due date even if you are absent. Since 
enough time is given to complete a project, do not wait until the last minute to do 
so. You should make arrangements to turn your project in early or have someone 
bring it to school if you will be absent on the due date. 

9. I am not a dictionary! If you don’t know what a word means, use your dictionary 
or the back of your book. This is the only way to learn and build your Spanish 
Vocabulary. 

10. As work is handed back, place it in the section that it belongs into your notebook. 
If you do this daily, your notebook should be ready for an unannounced notebook 
check. 

 
 
Failure to follow class rules will result in the following consequences: 
1st Offense: Student/Teacher Conference 
2nd Offense: Call or letter home to parent 
3rd Offense: Office Referral 
 
Some offenses will result immediately in an office referral.  
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HOMEWORK:  
Daily/Weekly class work and/or homework assignments will be given.  Homework is due 
before the first period tardy bell. NO HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE 
FIRST PERIOD TARDY BELL. Students are expected to complete all assignments, 
and to manage their time in such a way as to meet all due dates.  If a student is absent, 
he or she should consult his or her group as to what was missed. The student will have 
the number of days absent to make up the work. If the work isn’t made before that time, 
a grade of zero (0) will be given. Even if no written work is given, students are 
encouraged to study daily in preparation for unannounced quizzes. 
 
PARTICIPATION 
Students begin each 6 weeks with 100 participation points. The final score will be 
entered at the end of the 6 weeks as a test grade and as a participation grade. 
 
Students lose 5 points for every violation (págame), such as 
 

• Speaking English when not appropriate 
• Coming to class unprepared 
• Failure to participate when called upon 
• Doing homework for another class 
• Writing notes/passing notes 
• Use of cell phone or music player 
• Doing anything that interferes with language acquisition 
• Talking out of turn 
• Violating any other class rule 

 
Students may earn back every point by the following: 

• 1 card in Spanish telling me how great class is (first violation and equals 5 
points). 

• Student can donate an item to the classroom such as a pack of paper 
(construction or copier), markers, dry erase markers, or colored pencils. (Only 
allowed for 1 violation.) 

• Student can stay after school for tutoring. (Only allowed for 1 violation.) 
• For every other págame, the student will write a 100 word composition in 

Spanish on a topic of my choice. (5 points) 
• You can only make up 1 violation per week of school. 

 
 
WEBSITE & CLASS ASSIGNMENTS : 
A class website will be maintained at: 
 

http://www.aplausos.us 
 
This is where I post most class assignments, objectives and due dates.  Students 
should visit this site regularly.  Parents are encouraged to visit the class website at any 
time, in order to stay informed about tests, quizzes, homework assignments, projects 
and their respective due dates.  This class website will be used as a portal to online 
quizzes or practice activities.  Also from the class website, students and parents can 
email me. 
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ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP WORK: 
It is highly recommended that you are in class everyday. Since this is not an EOC 
course, exemption is an option. If you are absent, consult your group members as to 
what it is you need to make up. You have the number of days that you were absent to 
make up the work (i.e. if you miss one day, you have to turn in makeup work the next 
day). You are not allowed to make up work for any unexcused absence. If you missed a 
test or quiz, the test or quiz needs to be made up before or after school at the 
convenience of Mrs. Thomas-Lorenzo. Finally, if you return to school on test day, you 
must take the test on this day unless discussed with Mrs. Thomas-Lorenzo before the 
date. PROJECTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE NO MATTER WHAT THE 
ABSENCE. PLENTY OF TIME IS GIVEN SO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY AND TURN IN 
EARLY! 
 
 
 
EXPECTATIONS:  
Because this is a college preparatory class, students are expected to come to class 
each day prepared. This includes, but is not limited to: completing homework and 
assignments on time, bringing all materials to class and following the classroom rules. 
Though homework may not be given each day, to be successful you must practice and 
study beyond class hours.   
 
CHEATING: 
Sampson County Schools has an academic honesty policy that will be followed.  
Student behavior involving any form of cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  
This includes cheating on tests or quizzes, using an online translator, using “canned” 
essays, having another student complete the work for you, copying another student’s 
homework, and/or any other form of dishonesty.  Evidence of violation of the SCS 
honesty policy will result in a grade of zero for the assignment, no make-up opportunity, 
a call home to parents and a referral to the office.       
 
PARENT COOPERATION & INVOLVEMENT: 
Parents should feel free to contact me by email or by phone, with any question about 
how their student is doing.  
 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THE NEXT PAGE: 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED PAGE TO MRS.THOMAS-LORENZO: 
 
I have read the course syllabus and classroom policy, and I understand the course 
description, the teaching methods that will be employed and how the grades will be 
calculated.  I understand that the student is responsible for all class work and 
homework, and that the student is expected to follow all school and class rules.  I 
understand the consequences for violating school or class rules. 
 

 

________________________________          _________________________   ________ 

Student Printed Name         Student Signature                      Date:  

 

 

 

________________________________          _________________________   ________ 

Parent Printed Name      Parent Signature                 Date:                     
 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

Parent Daytime Telephone Number Parent Evening Telephone Number 
 

 

_________________________________________ 

Parent Email Address 


